
PRTRG Virtual Conference 2022
Toward Innovative and Sustainable Termite Management

Venue : Online

16 March 2022     09:00 - 13:00 
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Registration
Opening Ceremony
President of PRTRG, Mr. Su-Chart Lee
Dr. Vernard Lewis (UC Berkeley, USA)
Termites: a global review of their negative and positive 
impacts to urban and non-urban environments
Dr. Amonrat Panthawong (Kasetsart University, Thailand)
Overview of termite species in Thailand and their biology
Rakim K. Turnipseed, Ph.D. (FMC, USA)
Termite Test Methodologies – A Global Review
Dr. Menandro Acda (University of the Philippines Los Banos, Philippines) 
Sustainable Termite Management Using Lahar Barrier
Conference Closing

Opening Remark
Biennial General Meeting
Closing Remark

(Singapore Time GMT+8)

PRTRG Biennial General Meeting (Member Only)

The official schedule is following Singapore Time (GMT+8), 
Please refer to your respective local time.

REGISTER

https://forms.gle/LE3ZEZGBhv63GqPs7


Dr. Menandro N. Acda is Professor of Wood Science and Technology at 
the Department of Forest Products and Paper Science, University of the 
Philippines Los Banos. He finished his Bachelor of Science and Master of 
Science degrees from the University of the Philippines Los Banos both in 
the area of Wood Science and Technology. He obtained his Ph.D. and Post 

He received his B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. degrees in Entomology at UC 
Berkeley. Joined the faculty in 1991 and specialized in Urban 
Entomology. Retired from the university in 2017. During his career he 

Professor of Wood Science and Technology at 
the Department of Forest Products
Paper Science, University of the Philippines Los Banos.

Emeritus researcher
Rausser College of Natural Resources
University of California Berkeley

Doctoral trainings in Forest Products from Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR, USA in the area of 
Wood Preservation and Biodeterioration. 

Dr. Acda’s major research interests include wood protection, and termite biology and control. His 
research projects are funded by competitive grants from local and international funding agencies the 
results of which are published in high impact international journals and proceedings of conferences 
from which he received various awards and recognitions. In 2017, Dr. Acda was included in the 
prestigious Asian Scientist 100. The list includes scientists, innovators and leaders who have received 
national or international prizes for their scientific research or have made significant contributions to 
scientific discovery that benefited the academe or industry.

Dr. Acda is the only Filipino recipient of the prestigious Charles Lindbergh Research Grant. He is the 
inventor of LaharGard®, a termite barrier using lahar from Mt. Pinatubo. Dr. Acda is an accredited 
pesticide researcher, resource person to pest control companies and member of various government 
agencies’ technical committees. In addition to his research and extension works, Dr. Acda is also 
actively involved in teaching serving as academic adviser to several graduate and undergraduate 
students both from UP Los Banos and UP Diliman.

authored or co-authored more than 150 scientific papers, trade magazine articles and book chapters. 
Dr. Lewis has also given hundreds of lectures and presentations and has two structural pest control 
licenses for the State of California.

Dr. Lewis is best known for his research on drywood termites that involve 
detection and nonchemical control methods. He was inducted into the 
National Pest Management Hall of Fame in 2016. In retirement at the 
University, his focus has been mentorship of young talent and involvement 
in activities that increase diversity, equity, and inclusion among faculty and 
students.

Menandro N. Acda

Dr. Vernard Lewis



Dr. Turnipseed earned his B.S. degree in Entomology and Nematology 
from the University of Florida in Gainesville, FL, USA, and later 
completed his M.S. degree in Entomology from Cornell University, Ithaca, 
NY, USA and Ph.D. in Environmental Science, Policy and Management 
(concentration in Entomology) from the University of California, 
Berkeley, CA, USA.

In 2012, she graduated with a Bachelor's degree in Biology from 
Naresuan University. Three years later (in 2015) she received her 
Master's degree in Veterinary Parasitology and completed her Doctoral 

Product Development Manager
FMC Corporation

Lecturer
Department of Entomology, Faculty of Agriculture, 
Kasetsart University, Bangkok, Thailand

He joined FMC Corporation in 2018 as the product development manager for insecticides in the Global 
Specialty Solutions business, which drives pesticide innovation in non-crop markets. In this role, 
Rakim serves as the global technical lead for all new product development activities related to 
insecticides across various markets including structural pest control, turf and ornamental, nursery 
and greenhouse, vector control, and consumer. Specifically, he develops all efficacy test protocols for 
laboratory and field trials to support registration and marketing efforts. Additionally, he provides 
technical thought leadership at all stages of the product development process, from ideation through 
commercialization, for all insecticide projects.

Dr. Turnipseed is a member of the Entomological Society of America. He is also on the Board of 
Trustees for ECO Charter School, an environmental/STEM-focused charter school attended by 
students from under-represented demographic backgrounds.

degree in Entomology at the beginning of 2021 from Kasetsart University. Her entomological 
background includes arthropods of zoonotic and veterinary concern (sandflies, ticks, fleas, and 
chigger mites). Then, from April 2021 to the present, she is a lecturer at the Department of 
Entomology, Faculty of Agriculture, Kasetsart University.

She is a young researcher interested in termite management. Her current research is on urban pest 
insects adversely affecting humans, especially termites. The research work started with reviews on 
termite species in Thailand from peer-reviewed publications and annual reports and termite surveys. 
The biology and ecology of termites were also considered. These valuable data will serve as essential 
information for her further research on termite control in the future.

Rakim K. Turnipseed, Ph.D.

Dr. Amonrat Panthawong


